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Introduction

Which medical schools look at GCSEs?
Which medical schools use predicted grades?
Which medical schools consider the EPQ?
Is studying 4 A Levels advantageous?
Which medical schools read the personal statement?
IB requirements for medicine

This report analyses some of the key medical school entry requirements. Our objective is
for students and teachers to use this document to ensure students meet all minimum
entry requirements, and to then optimise their final four medical school choices.

This report summarises a large amount of data and presents a high level view of each
element. It is important students and teachers use this in conjunction with the full
dataset that is available on our website. We have included links throughout so you can
easily navigate to the full dataset where required. 

Please note, this document is to be used as a guide and should be used in conjunction
with each medical school's latest admissions information, advice and guidance. 

In this report we will cover:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

If you are interested in receiving any of our other reports or wish to be added to our
notification list, please email us at: schools@medicalprojects.co.uk



Consider GCSEs
37

Do not consider GCSEs
3

Which Medical Schools Look at
GCSEs?
GCSEs are often overlooked or missed when applying to medical school and can
trip some students up. Most medical schools do set GCSE requirements and these
will usually stipulate subjects and grades. We have included the summary data
below: 

University of Cambridge 
Imperial College London 
University of Newcastle

Medical schools that do not have any specific GCSE requirements:

The above universities are options if a student's GCSE grades are low, however
they do lean heavily on other aspects of the medicine application. These medical
schools will have much higher requirements for elements such as A Level/IB
grades or very high entrance exam thresholds to compensate for low GCSE
requirements. For example, Newcastle University has one of the highest UCAT
thresholds in the UK. 

Medical schools where strong GCSEs are an advantage:

Oxford University states they have "no official" GCSE requirements, but students
are expected to achieve 8/9s at GCSE. Similarly the University of Birmingham and
the University of Cardiff weight GCSEs heavily in the selection process. They score
more points for higher GCSE grades, so a strong set of 8/9s will be an advantage
when applying to these medical schools. 

All other medical schools do take GCSEs into consideration and will typically have 
 subject and grade requirements. To see each medical school's minimum GCSE
requirements, please use the button below:

See full dataset

https://educationprojects.co.uk/a-level-medical-school-requirements/


Which Medical Schools Use
Predicted Grades?
Predicted grades are submitted with the UCAS application form on 15th October.
These are added into the UCAS portal by a teacher or school careers team.
Predicted grades are submitted to all medical schools, however each medical
school uses them in different ways when they assess each application. 

Some medical schools will not progress an application if the predicted grades are
not high enough, whereas other medical schools do not take them into account at
all. 

This difference is important to understand as students must check their predicted
grades meet the medical school requirements to ensure their application is
progressed. Also, students with potentially lower predicted grades can tactically
apply to medical schools who do not consider predicted grades. 

Do consider predicted grades
29

Do not consider predicted grades
10

Aston University 
Brighton and Sussex Medical School
Cardiff University 
Keele University 
Kent and Medway Medical School
University of Liverpool
University of Nottingham 

Which medical schools do not take predicted grades into account?

There are 10 medical schools that do not take predicted grades into account.
These are:

*At time of publication, St George's Medical School did not confirm if they consider
predicted grades or not and have been excluded from the figures above.



 Lincoln Medical School
 Queen's University Belfast
 University of Sunderland

Although these medical schools do not look at predicted grades, students will
have to meet their minimum grade requirements in their final A Level or IB results
to gain entry. 

Which medical schools do take predicted grades into account?

There are 29 medical schools that take predicted grades into account. This means
students will need to be achieving their minimum requirements, or their teachers
must believe they are capable of hitting these grades in their final exams. 

For the full list of medical school's minimum grade entry requirements, please
use the links below:

If students are applying to any of these 29 medical schools that take predicted
grades into account, we strongly recommend they speak with a teacher(s) as early
as possible, to inform them that they are thinking about applying to medical
school and predicted grades will be required.

Ultimately it is the teacher(s) who decides and submits the predicted grades into
UCAS, so students need to demonstrate to them that they are capable, and are
likely to achieve the predicted grades through strong mock exams and a
dedication to the school work. 

Students must know the predicted grades their teachers are going to submit, to
ensure they only apply to medical schools where they meet the minimum grade
entry requirements. Students should not apply to a medical school that takes
predicted grades into account, if their predicted grades are below the minimum 
 requirements. 

Minimum A Level
Requirements

Minimum IB
Requirements

See full dataset See full dataset

https://educationprojects.co.uk/a-level-medical-school-requirements/
https://educationprojects.co.uk/ib-medical-school-requirements/


Which Medical Schools
Consider the EPQ?
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an additional qualification students
can take alongside their core subjects. Some medical schools look favourably on
this and some even lower the entry requirements if students achieve an A or
above in the EPQ.

Not considered
30

Lowers grades by 1
6

EPQ is beneficial 
3

Cardiff University 
Hull and York Medical School
Keele University 
Lancaster University 
Queen's Belfast University 
University of Sheffield 

University of Exeter
University of Manchester 
University of Sunderland

There are 6 medical schools that lower their entry requirement grades by 1 grade
for students who achieve an A or above in the EPQ:

There are 3 medical schools who stated gaining an A or above in the EPQ would be
beneficial to an application:

Although they will not lower the entry grades, it will still help students differentiate
themselves within the application process for these medical schools. For the full
list of medical schools that consider the EPQ, please use the link below:

*At time of publication, St George's Medical School did not confirm if they
consider the EPQ or not and have been excluded from the figures above.

See full dataset

https://educationprojects.co.uk/a-level-medical-school-requirements/


Is Studying 4 A Levels
Advantageous?
In some cases, taking a 4th A Level can be an advantage for students applying to
medical school. There are also some potential disadvantages that must be
considered when making the decision to continue with 4 subjects or not. 

Queens University Belfast

University of Aberdeen
University of Manchester
University of Southampton

University of Central Lancashire 
University of Dundee
Oxford University

Here are the universities that do take into consideration the additional A Level:

Taking an extra A Level lowers the grade requirements by 1 grade:

Taking an extra A Level gives extra points in their internal scoring system:

Taking an extra A Level is beneficial and can differentiate students from
others:

The remaining 32 medical schools do not take into account a 4th A level
when reviewing an application.

*At time of publication, Barts and the London School of Medicine did not confirm if they
consider 4 A Levels or not and have been excluded from the figures above.

Lowers grade by 1
1

Awarded extra points in
internal scoring system

3

Beneficial and can
differentiate

3

Not considered
32



The time commitment of an additional A Level can be significant. We only
advise considering continuing with a 4th A Level if the student is academically
very strong and they are easily scoring A*s in their first year of A levels. 

Only consider continuing with a 4th A Level if the student is thinking about
applying to one or more of the 7 medical schools that actually take it into
consideration. If they are not applying to these medical schools, they should
consider concentrating on the 3 core subjects. 

Do not continue with a 4th A Level if it might impact other grades. Students
still need to meet the minimum entry requirements for their three main
subjects. In nearly all situations it would be more advantageous to gain AAA
rather than ABAA.

There are several important factors to take into account when considering taking
a 4th A Level:

If students are considering continuing with 4 A Levels they must speak with their
teachers and careers advisors. This is not a small decision and should be taken
with professional advice and guidance. 



Which Medical Schools Read
Personal Statements?
All students need to submit a personal statement via UCAS when they apply to
medical school. Medical Schools then use the personal statement in a variety of
ways.

Read but not scored
19

Scored in selection process
14

Only used in borderline cases
4

Not used at all
2

University of Aberdeen
University of Birmingham 
University of Central Lancashire
Norwich Medical School
University of Exeter 
University of Glasgow
Imperial College London
Kent and Medway Medical School
King's College London 
University of Leeds
Peninsula Medical School
University of St Andrews
Cardiff University 
Brunel University

19 medical schools will read the personal statement but it is not scored internally.
This means they review the personal statement to check it is medicine specific,
shows a desire to study medicine and doesn't contain any "red flags". These are
negative comments that could potentially rule a student out. 

14 medical schools actively use the personal statement and it will be scored or
weighted as part of the selection process. These are:



University of Bristol 
University of Edge Hill 
Keele University 
University of Leicester 

Brighton and Sussex Medical School
University of Sheffield 

There are 4 medical schools that only use the personal statement if they need to
decide between two similarly scored students; in borderline cases. These are:

Finally, there are 2 medical schools that do not take the personal statement into
account at all:

Students will need to submit a personal statement regardless of which medical
schools they apply to. The preparation and finalisation should be treated as a
critical element of the process and students should produce the strongest
personal statement possible. 



35 or less 36 to 38 39 or above

40 

30 

20 

10 
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IB Requirements for
Medicine
The majority of medical schools will require between 36 and 38 IB points. There
are only 6 medical schools that will consider students with less than 36 points and
there are 3 where students will need excellent IB scores of 39 or above.

University of Birmingham  - 32
Buckingham University - 34
King's College London - 35
Kent and Medway Medical School - 34
University of Leicester - 34
University of Sunderland - 35

University of Cambridge - 40
Oxford University - 39
University College London (UCL) - 39

The 6 medical schools that accept students with less than 36 points are:

The 3 medical schools that require 39 points or above are:

For the full list of each medical school's IB requirements, you can use the link
below: 

6

31

3

See full dataset

https://educationprojects.co.uk/ib-medical-school-requirements/


Can I apply to medical school if I do not study Chemistry?

Keele University
Kent and Medway Medical School
Lancaster University
University of Leeds
University of Leicester
University of Manchester
University of Newcastle
Barts and the London School of Medicine
University of Sheffield
University of Southampton
University of Sunderland (UK Applicants Only)
Anglia Ruskin University (UK Applicants Only)
Peninsula Medical School (UK Applicants Only)
Brunel University London (International Applicants Only)

University of Aberdeen
University of Bristol
University of Cambridge
Keele University
Kent and Medway Medical School
Lancaster University
University of Leeds
University of Leicester
University of Liverpool
University of Manchester
University of Newcastle
Oxford University
Barts and the London School of Medicine
University of Sheffield
University of Sunderland (UK Applicants Only)
Anglia Ruskin University (UK Applicants Only)
Brunel University London (International Applicants Only)

Most medical schools will also require IB students to study specific subjects at
Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL). There are thousands of combinations of
SL and HL subjects so we have tried to summarise some key scenarios and the full
dataset can be found on our website.

Common IB Subject Questions

1.

Yes, there are 14 medical schools students can apply to if they do not study IB
Chemistry:

    2. Can I apply to medical school if I do not study Biology?

Yes, there are 17 medical schools students can apply to if they do not study IB
Biology:



University of Birmingham
University of Nottingham
Lincoln Medical School

University of Edinburgh
University of Manchester
St George's Medical School 

Chemistry - HL
Biology - HL
Maths to at least SL
English to at least SL

    3. Which medical schools specifically require Maths?

There are 3 medical schools that stipulate students must study Maths to at least
Standard Level:

These 3 medical schools will require students to take Maths to at least Standard
Level, if they did not achieve grade 6/B at GCSE:

Although there are only 3 medical schools that specifically require students to take
Maths at SL or HL, many medical schools do require multiple science subjects, of
which Maths is often selected. With this in mind, taking Maths is a very common
and beneficial subject to take when applying to medical school.

    4. Which subjects should I take if I want to be able to apply to all medical schools?

If IB students want to be able to apply to every medical school available in the UK
they will need to take:

Interestingly, Newcastle University do not have any subject requirements, which
makes it a great option if students haven't taken any of the typical subjects, or
have decided to apply to medicine later on.

To check each medical school's IB requirements in more detail you can view the
full table by using the link below:

See full dataset

https://educationprojects.co.uk/ib-medical-school-requirements/


Reports

Schools & Teachers

We work directly with over 600 schools each year and can deliver either group or
bespoke courses tailored to your school's specific requirements. If you are a teacher
and wish to discuss one of these options, you can email us directly at:
schools@medicalprojects.co.uk 

Additional Support

Scan for website

In addition to the reports we produce, Medical Projects deliver a wide range of support,
advice, guidance and courses for students wanting to progress into healthcare careers. Each
year our resources support over 25,000 students, 600 schools and 6000 teachers. We have
signposted several key resources for you below.

Medical 
Projects

WebinarsArticles

Online Courses

Aspiring Medics
Programme




